CREATIVE STONE

MASONRY CONSTRUCTION AND STONE SALES

11291BIGELOW RD, DAVISBURG, MI. 48350
248-625-3046
EMAIL: CREATIVE.STONE@ATT.NET



CREATIVE STONE

Masonry Construction and Stone Sales

To Whom It May Concern,
Please let me introduce myself and acquaint you with the work we do at Creative Stone.

Enclosed with this letter is a brief background sheet which details our past work
experience and some of the clients we have served.

In addition to our masonry construction services, we have available a full service
tabrication shop including granite and marble slabs, limestone fabrication, stone milling,
carving, and stone sales. Please call for quotes.

We will be looking forward to working with you on any future projects you may have.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at (248)625-3046 or you can

reach me by cell at (248)245-5382.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

John Shell

11291 BIGELOW ROAD, DAVISBURG, MI. 48350
PHONE: 248.625.3046 OR 248.625.3146
FAX: 248.625.0931 E-MAIL: creative.stone(@att.net



mailto:campshell@yahoo.com

Stone masonry has been a family trade since 1960. I began my apprenticeship in 1970
and started Creative Stone in 1975. Since that time I have constructed and specialized in
all different types of stone masonry, historical restoration, and fabrication.

Our clients consist of successful and knowledgeable builders as well as appreciative
homeowners. We have worked in some of the most exclusive subdivisions in Southern
Michigan.

Below is a partial list of some of the builders we have worked with and the subdivisions
their projects can be seen.

Michigan Historical Society Ritter House Restoration
Jennifer Radcliff Clarfkston, MI.
Village of Clarkston Lakeview Cemetery Entry

Cemetery Wall Restoration
Township Hall Restoration

Clarfkston, MI.

Montgomery and Sons Historical Restoration & Rebuild
Private Residence
Lake Orion, MI.

Jerome York Foundation, Michigan Basement

and Chimney Restoration
Lake George Road
Oakland, MI.

Summit Properties Numerous Private Residences
Bridge Valley
Clarkston, MI.

Dale Frenkel Homes Autumn Shores Entry
Miller Farms Entry
Clarfkston, MI.

Pebble Creek Development Pebble Creek Entry
Clarkston, MI.

National Farm and Garden Custom Memorial Planters
Clarkston Branch Clarkston, MI.



Robertson Brothers

Heronwood Partnership
David Johnson

G. Fisher Construction

Newport Development

John Richards Homes, Inc.

Fritz Holmann

CBC Building/DesRosier Architects

Gurka & Siler/DesRosier Architects

Pulte Homes

Enviromental Artist

Michigan Deck Builders

Hidden Ravines
Birmingham, MI.

The Heathers Entry
Bloomfield Hills, MI.

The Heronwoods Entry
Bloomfield Hills, MI.

Hermelin Residence
Bingham Farms, MI.

Snug Harbor Entry
Waterford, MLI.

Yun Residence
Heron Bay
West Bloomfield, MI.

Cooper Mausoleum
Clarfkston, MI.

Mehta Residence
Heronbay
Bloomfield Hills, MI.

Devireddy Residence
Heronbay
Bloomfield Hills, MI.

Country Club Village Entry
Nowi, MI.

Fox Run Development
Northville, MI.

Sheringham Place Entry
Clarkston, MI.

Beech Forest Entry

Troy, ML

Oakland Hills Country Club
Bridge and ""Walk of Champions"
Bloomfield Hills, M1.



Kay Land Development

Wilshire Homes

Nationwide Fence

Troon, L.L.C.

Jeffery Kuhn

Robertson Brothers

S.R. Jacobson

T. Sullivan Building

O'Dywer Building

Oak Pointe Development

Portfolio Available Upon Request

Orchard Ridge Development
Oakland Township, ML

Private Residence

Bridge Lk. Bluffs & Bridge Valley
Entries at Oakhurst Development
Clarkston, MI.

Adams Ridge Entry
West Bloomfield, MI.

Royal Troon Entry
Lake Orion, MI.

Ryner Residence
Elizabeth Lafke, MI.
(as seen in Building Ideas)

Hidden Ravines
Birmingham, MI.

The Heather's Entry
Bloomfield Hills, MI.

Maple Hill Entry
Northville, MI.

Mission Springs Entry
West Bloomfield, MI.
Chichester Entry
Rochester, MI.

Reddy Residence
Heron Bay
West Bloomfield, MI.

Brody Residence
Cranbrook,
Birmingham, MI.

Oak Pointe Condos and Entry
Brighton, MIL.



HISTORICAL
RESTORATION

SOUTHEAST
CORNER OF ORION
ROAD AT MILLER
ROAD

LAKE ORION,
MICHIGAN

THIS HISTORICAL HOME HAD
BEEN DAMAGED BY A LARGE
CONSTRUCTION TRACTOR
DEMOLISHING MOST OF THE
FRONT PORCH. THE SCOPE OF THE
PROJECT ENTAILED CAREFULLY
DISMANTLING THE DAMAGED
PORTION OF THE PORCH,
REMOVING AND SALVAGING THE
VIABLE STONE. INSPECTION OF THE REMAINING MASONRY FOR
STRESS CRACKS, STRUCTURALLY SOUND FOOTINGS, AND
NECESSARY SUPPORT. THE USABLE STONE WAS THEN RE-LAID IN
THE HISTORICALLY CORRECT FASHION IN A STRONG MORTAR MIX,
WHICH HAD BEEN DYED TO MATCH THE AGED ORIGINAL MORTAR.
WHEN WORKING ON A PROJECT LIKE THIS SOME OF THE AREAS
THAT MUST BE ADDRESSED 1S
EXACT DIMENSIONS SO THAT
AREAS THAT ARE ALREADY IN
PLACE MAKE A CORRECT MATCH
TO THE NEW BUILD.




HISTORICAL
RESTORATION

1080

LAKE GEORGE RD
OAKLAND,
MICHIGAN

%)

THIS HISTORICAL HOME,
KNOWN AS THE “TRACY-
LANDON FARMHOUSE” WAS
MOVED FROM ITS ORIGINAL
LOCATION TO A MORE SUITABLE
SITE ON THE PROPERTY. WE
WERE REQUESTED TO USE AS
MUCH AS THE ORIGINAL STONE FROM THE FOUNDATION AS
POSSIBLE. THIS REQUIRED US TO REMOVE ALL OF THE OLD
MORTAR ATTACHED TO MOST OF THE STONE AND SPLIT EACH
STONE SO THAT IT COULD BE RE-LAID ON NEW NARROWER
FOOTINGS. THE PROJECT INCLUDED BLOCK WORK AND STONE
FACINGS ON THE NEW OUTSIDE FOUNDATION WALLS, INSIDE
BASEMENT WALLS, CHIMNEY,
FIREPLACE, STONE FLOOR, AND
STONE CAPPING.

THE ORIGINAL POST AND BEAM
STRUCTURE NOW SITS ON TOP OF A
NEW FOUNDATION AND STONE BASE
MAKING EXACT MEASUREMENTS A
MUST.




HISTORICAL
RESTORATION
OF

LAKEVIEW
CEMETERY

CLARKSTON,
MICHIGAN

29

WE WERE FORTUNATE TO
WORK IN COOPERATION WITH
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF
INDEPENCE, ON THE
RESTORATION OF THE
RETAINING WALLS AT THE
LLAKE VIEW CEMENTARY. MOST
OF THE WALLS WERE
COMPROMISED DUE TO THEAGE
AND EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS IN MICHIGAN. THIS
PROJECT INVOLVED REMOVING THE OLD MASONRY WALLS, WHILE
STABILIZING THE EXSISTING EARTH BEHIND THE MASONRY. THE
FOOTINGS AT THIS PROJECT WHERE NOT UP TO CODE AND
THEREFORE HAD TO BE REPOURED. NEW BLOCK HAD TO BE
INSTALLED WITH A WEEPING SYSTEM FOR THE DRAINING OF RAIN
AND GROUND WATER. THE
STONE WAS LAID IN A STYLE
TO MATCH THE ORIGINAL
WORK, AND LIMESTONE CAPS
WERE FABRICATED AND
REINSTALLED. NEW 8’ TALL
BE 3’ SQUARE PILLARS WERE
CONSTRUCTED FOR THE NEW
ENTRY GATES.




DOWNTOWN
BEAUTIFICATION
PROJECT

CLARKSTON, MICHIGAN

FOR A BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT WE WORKED TOGETHER WITH
MEMBERS OF THE CLARKSTON FARM AND GARDEN CLUB TO
CREATE PLANTERS THAT WOULD REFLECT THE HISTORICAL STYLE
OF DOWNTOWN CLARKSTON. THIS PROJECT STARTED WITH A
VISION, AND A FEW SKETCHES, TO SCALE DRAWINGS AND
PROTOTYPES, THROUGH TO THE COMPLETED PROJECT.

TODAY A TOTAL OF 22 LINE THE DOWNTOWN STREETS OF
CLARKSTON.

EVERY PLANTER IS CRAFTED FROM REGIONAL STONE AND CAST
CONCRETE. EACH PLANTER MEASURES 36”TALL X 26” SQUARE,
AND INCORPORATES AN MEMORIAL PLAQUE WE ENGRAVE WITH A
STATEMENT FROM EACH PATRON.



PRIVATE
RESIDENCE

EL1ZABETH
LAKE,
WATERFORD,
MICHIGAN

D)

FEATURED IN BETTER HOMES AND
GARDEN, FALL 1996, THIS HOME FEATURES
FOND DU LAC STONE. T.AID IN A “DRY-

STACK” FASHION TO GIVE THE HOME AN EAST
COAST, CAPE COD ARCHITECTURAL FEEL.
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PRIVATE
RESIDENCE

HERON BAY
DEVELOPMENT
BLOOMFIELD HILLS,
MICHIGAN

D)




PRIVATE RESIDENCE

HERON BAY
DEVELOPMENT
BLOOMFIELD HILLS,
MICHIGAN




ENTRIES

THE HERONWOODS
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN

COUNTRY CLUB VILLAGE
NOVI, MICHIGAN




ENTRIES

ROYAL TROON AT
INDIANWOOD
LAKE ORION, MICHIGAN

SHERINGHAM PLACE
CLARKSTON, MICHIGAN




PRIVATE RESIDENCES

NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN

03/20/2002

LAKE ORION, MICHIGAN

ORCHARD LAKE, MICHIGAN




PRIVATE RESIDENCES

BRIDGE VALLEY, CLARKSTON, MICHIGAN

TURTLE LAKE, BLOOMFIELD, MICHIGAN



From boulders to building facades

By Dan Vandeahemel
Some 1ay ¥ione masonry ks & dying ast, but an In-
d Township pany i at work keeping
alive.

“There aren't mamy Jeft who do it," John Shell
sald. "(ﬁ'uym-ut.hll‘whaddnil
bq“hhwawﬂllyhhbw-hll
customer would wast.”

Most of their contracts have bean for building
barbecues and fire places.
work consists of floom and walkways.

Shelt just the fosndation facade of the
John Green bome that's being renovated by Hank and

|
1
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Dew stones.”
They start out 35 boulders
from 30 to 120 pounds befors Shell and hiy pariners
trim them down to S-inch slabs.
A stone masan doesn't have 1o be o geologiut, but
your stooes helps,
stomes coma in every color in the rain-
bow,” Shell said. “The glacier in Michigan

stose."
As long 1 fike the Jooks of stone masonry,
xmmam.ng—.mmma&

material ready 2nd the lubor takes about two or
theee times Jonger, 100, the 28-year-old Shell said.
“There’s o production in this, it's all handwork. Peo-
ple reslly sppreciate the work.™

Stone y became popalar during the
mild- 18005 because the stones wivy abundant snd they
are a very strong material

The next step for Shell is the possibility of
building stone houses.

“People come by whes we're working and fook
and talk 1o us.” be said, “Things like that keep you Tdmming boulders Into rough Sinch squares  Jobn Shell and partners Dick Shell and Tony
going, I's very gratifying." for stona masonry Is very physical work, but Liedar are koeping the cralt going.
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Garden club brings
new planters to

downtown area

BY ALICIA DORSET
Clarkston News Staff Writer

Good-bye, whiskey barrels. Hello, custom-created
stone planters!

The Clarkston Farm and Garden Ciub was ready
withgmenunodsmdncwplmmwclcomcﬁve
new planters to downtown Clarkston's Main Strect on
June 30 as part of an ongoing effort to keep the city,
tied to its historical roots with an updated look.

“This is just snother amenity that makes people stop
snd think when walking,” Sharron Catallo, Clarkston
mayor and club member, said. “This is years and years
of planning.”

Five of the 11 contracted planters amrived for the
ribbon cutting ceremony at Main and Washington from
local designer John Shell of Creative Stone. The club
hopes to have all 11 downtown by the end of the sum-
mer.

The planters were designed to complement
Clarkston's numerous historical buildings.

“Wnlookedmw&mveophwe‘tedomgmdww
would be in character with Clarkston,” Mary Jane
Scharfeakamp, club publicity chair, said.

Under the gludlnce of Elena Forbes and Linds
Meadors civic improvement committee, the club
began setting aside funds from major fund-raisers
for the planters. Each plnnter cost more than
$1,200.

“These arc beyond #mazing,” Catallo said.
“They’re begutiful.”

Keeping in spirit with Clarkston’s historic past, many
of the planters have been purchased to celebrate past
udcmmutymunbcuwhohavcm'bmd

They* vebeenpmchnedfmﬂnpeoplnwhohwhved
and worked in town,” Catallo said.

The club hopesto have 24 planters total throughout
Muin Street. Out of the 11 -hudymmdfu 13
are still available for donation.

“It was their (donors) overwhelming response 10
this project, their flexibility 25 we worked out the de-
tails and their dovotion to their honorees that sustained
15 as we moved forward,” Julie Piazza, club president,
e e T3 veur to i o i

vy i IeSpOB- - Civic improvement committee and club
'ﬂ"ﬂf“‘ﬂ*r’mdm““hoﬂb:nﬂ! Sharron Catallo cut the ribbon off WM%M«
found along Main Street. < Mnaﬁ-mmwmmnmmm
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Stonework fakes a special dedication
ELtE

By Joe Gitter
dﬁemﬂm
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Chipping
away

JOHNSHELL and his
brother Richard
smu

tone,
‘Sgrlngflotd 'rown-
ship, wlill spend
about two weeks

creating two stone
pillars for the
entrance to Lake-
view Cemetery,
White Lake Road,
Independence

Ip. After the
$5,800 Job 1Is
oomplttad a e
will be Installed,
followed by fencing
for the entire
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Master mason: Jolin Shell, ouner of Cheative Stone in Springfield ‘hw:nlhm atands io front of W stonewark in Clarkston's
Latevion Cemotirs, for which he dos repairs,

The Stone Age

Demand for mason’s work rock solid
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Stone mason

chisels a living
out of old craft
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When he was 8 years old,
Juim Shell got o job sestat.
- | ing & stone mason dewn the
street.
renidant is still working
“‘?m'mdh\i
g chal-
o take the

FROM PAGE Al

Just recently, he was con-
tracted by the Clarkston Farm

imagine anything better”
Made of Michigan

stones, the planters blend per-

fectly with the stone on his-

toric buildings, decorative

walls and homes in the city, she

said: "He captured exactl.

what everyone had been look-

ing for”

several masons, including the
one in Southfield who gave
him and four of his five broth-
ers their first jobs.

John Shell built this mausoleum at La

Dixje Highway.

Shell was the anly one of the
boys to make stone masonry
his profession. “I have a hard
time sitting behind a desk.” he
said. "I'm & hands-on guy. 1
need to feel that satisfaction of
completing something at the

keview Cemetery on Holcomb Road at

-end of the day”

Shell, who does most of his
work with & hand chisel, is self-
employed. His wife, Laurie,
does the and book
work. Their ﬁ children, ages
5 to 14, also assist.

Business has fluctuated over
the years with the demands of
home builders and buyers,
Shell said. For a time, alu-
minum siding was the fad.
Now stone ts becoming more

popular again.

“Tt's reverted back to the "204
with classic Tudors and
eéstates,” Shell said.

Lately, stone planters,
benches and arbors have
become popular choices for
gardens, so Shell has started a
new side business specializing
in those products, Davishurg
Stone Co.

One thing that has remained
the same over the years is the
quality of Michigan stone,
Shell’s favorite to work with.
“It’s got the most color, but it's
also the most difficult to work
with,” he said.

o tah;tdftkeeps m
ing — S -
ed in the ages-old profession.

ksmith®oe homecomm.not |
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